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579 Spruce St 
Qualicum Beach, BC 
V9K 1J1 

 
June 2nd, 2020 

 
 
Dear Mayor and Council, 
 
Subject: Important Clarification on the School Connector Bike Path and Our Request for Safe 
Crosswalks 
 
It has been brought to our attention that on numerous occasions over the past several months, one member 
of Council (or their family) and town staff have stated or implied that it was us parents from Qualicum Beach 
Elementary School (QBES) that requested the new bike path and are therefore somehow responsible for the 
environmental disaster and clear cutting alongside Hoylake Rd W. This letter is being sent to set the record 
straight and to request that we are not used as the Town’s excuse in future. 
 
We would like to clarify that as far as we are aware the Hoylake Road School Connector route was not 
requested by the parents of QBES or by the school district. This may have been a discussion when the route 
was devised back in 2012, however, this cannot be applied to recent parent concerns. Our simple request 
was for two crosswalks (see Diagram #1): one across Hoylake Road W (which was installed, and we were 
very grateful for - see photo below) and one across Arbutus Street. It is our observation that very few families 
with school aged children live within walking or biking distance to QBES and this small number of students 
would never justify all the destruction that has taken place here.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
We would like to provide you with a brief history on our request for two crosswalks (Appendix A).  In May 
2017 Councillor Anne Skipsey requested crosswalks at sections at Hoylake Rd W and Arbutus St be 
reviewed for safety. In October 2017, Lorna Gray contacted the town to stress the need for safe crosswalks 
on Hoylake Rd W and Arbutus St be addressed again on the Town Council agenda. At that time there were 
about four of us parents who would walk to and from school with our kids who were between 5 - 11 years 
old. We wanted our children to be able to safely cross the main roads and walk to school without us.  Over 
the next two years we wrote a lot of emails, had two private meetings with Bob Weir, attended various Town 
Council meetings and Mayor’s Open House.  At the Mayor’s Open House in August 2019, the Mayor openly 
said that crosswalks would not happen until the bike trail was put in, which was planned for March 2020. We 
clearly stated that the purpose of all our requests was for safe crosswalks, NOT a bike trail and in the interest 
of child safety, we could not wait until 2020.   
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In our final correspondence with Mayor Weise through email, he said the crosswalk at Arbutus and Hoylake 
was raised and was on the work plan and was also part of the grant work that was scheduled for completion 
by March 2020. “Detailed design was underway with Koers Engineering and this would influence the final 
crossing details”  We were not advocating for a bike trail and couldn’t understand why it would take Koers 
Engineering so long to figure out where to put crosswalks.  In hindsight, the Town knew all along what was in 
the works but did not openly communicate their plans or share their designs to show how this area would be 
transformed.   
 
We were not pleased with being put off again, and sent a final email request to the Mayor and Council 
copying Daniel Sailland, CAO, Town of Qualicum Beach, Board of Trustees, School District 69, 
Superintendent of Schools, John Williams, QBES Principal, Paul Trudeau, QBES PAC Chair, Caroline 
Robinson, Road & Safety & Community Coordinator, ICBC, Traffic Safety Officer, Oceanside RCMP and 
Citizens on Patrol.  
 
One week before school started in September 2019, a crosswalk was installed on Hoylake Road W within 
two days! 
 
Unfortunately, the life of this crosswalk was short-lived, in February 2020 we were informed not to use this 
area as the trail work was starting and it was unsafe to be in the area. It came out later that our crosswalk 
was going to be temporary.   
 
The walkers stopped walking to school and we were back to driving to school, the long way around 
Laburnum Rd. The devastating clearance work started, and then stopped because the nesting herons 
arrived. Our crosswalk goes nowhere now and the surface of the bike route is unfinished.   
 
To reiterate our areas of concern:  
 

1. The School Connector Bike Path was not requested by the parents of QBES and we WILL NOT be 
used as the Town’s excuse for the destruction that has taken place on Hoylake Rd W. 
 

2. The ongoing need for a safe crosswalk on Arbutus St. This area is more confusing than ever and is 
unsafe. Pedestrians and cyclists need a clearly defined crosswalk from one side of the road to the 
other. There has been resistance to this in the past because of the railway line, however, the need 
for appropriate signage across this road must have been discussed with the Koers Engineer before 
this bike connector route project began.  Harlech Rd and the original trail end at Arbutus St - these 
two routes have no visible guidance of where they are supposed to go next (See Diagram #1). It is 
NOT SAFE, especially for seniors or young children since many drivers know there is a non-
functioning train crossing and tend to continue through the stop signs and exceed the speed limit.  In 
our initial discussions with RCMP, the police officer said that he would not have his children walking 
to school due to the lack of safety crossings.   

 
3. The need for safe crosswalks now across Mill Rd/Beach Rd, Harlech Rd/First Ave and Harlech 

Rd/Memorial Ave (See Diagram #2). Three of our children were 9 years old when we initially 
requested safe crosswalks.  Our children are now 13 and will start Kwalikum Secondary School 
(KSS) in September. When cyclists come to the end of the bike route at Mill Rd they do not know 
where to go next. Does this bike route continue along Harlech Road and behind the old Fire Hall 
then across First Ave? (Diagram #2) We are still trying to decide.  This entire stretch of walkway/bike 
route/road from Mill Rd/Beach Rd to Naked Naturals parking lot is unclear and currently unsafe for 
cyclists and walkers alike. 
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Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to the issue of safe crosswalks for our children and your 
citizens’.  
 
Sincerely, 

                          
 
Lorna Gray and Anna Sjoo 
Tel: 250 937 9378 and 250 248 7770 
 
 
CC 
Town Council, Qualicum Beach 
Daniel Sailland, CAO, Town of Qualicum Beach 
Board of Trustees, School District 69 
Superintendent of Schools, School District 69 
John Williams, Principal, QBES 
Paul Trudeau, Chair, QBES PAC 
Caroline Robinson, Road & Safety & Community Coordinator, ICBC 
Traffic Safety Officer, Oceanside RCMP 
Citizens on Patrol 
Qualicum Nature Preservation Society 
Qualicum Residents Association 
Qualicum Beach Seniors Centre 
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History - Contact with Town of Qualicum Beach re-Crosswalk 
 
APPENDIX A 
 
Date Action Response 

May 1, 2017 

 

Motions 
Community Development (Councillor Anne Skipsey) 

The issue of bicycle safety along Hoylake Road and Canyon Crescent 
Road and the pedestrian crossings at Arbutus Street and Canyon 
Crescent Road be referred to the Select Committee on Public Safety for 
consideration. 

Sept 11, 
2017 

 

Motions 
Notice of Motions: (Councillor Skipsey) 

THAT Council asks staff to review and make recommendations for safe 
crossings for Arbutus (near Harlech, the railway tracks and trail) and 
Canyon Crescent at Hoylake Road West.  

THAT Council directs staff to provide a report on how and when the 
School Connector improvements for Arbutus and Hoylake Road, 2.1.22 
of the Age-Friendly Transportation Plan could be implemented.  

Oct 2, 2017 
Motions 

Notice of Motions from September 11, 2017 regular Council meeting 
(Councillor Skipsey) 

Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Luchtmeijer SECONDED, 
THAT Council ask staff to review and make recommendations for safe 
crossings for Arbutus Street (near Harlech Road, the railway tracks and 
trail) and Canyon Crescent at Hoylake Road West. 

CARRIED 

Councillor Skipsey MOVED and Councillor Horner SECONDED, THAT 
Council directs staff to provide a report on how and when the School 
Connector improvements for Arbutus Street and Hoylake Road, 2.1.5 of 
the Age-Friendly Transportation Plan, could be implemented. 

CARRIED 

 The October 2, 2017 recommendations were referred to Bob Weir, 
Director of Engineering for his follow-up. Subsequent to that the update 
Age-Friendly Transportation Plan was presented at the November 15, 
2017 Committee of the Whole meeting and then referred to the Select 
Committee on Public Safety, Accessibility and Emergency 
Preparedness. 

 As part of these conversations the Town’s traffic consultant, Richard 
Drdul, identified that installing a painted crosswalk on a blind corner 
(such as the one at Hoylake Road and Arbutus Street) would make the 
situation worse for pedestrians. Mr. Drdul’s recommendation in the Age-
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Friendly Transportation Plan is to install a flashing light crossing that 
connects with the neighbourhood bikeway on Harlech Road and the 
Museum Trail east of Arbutus Street. Council has identified a list of 
priority projects under the Age-Friendly Transportation Plan, which 
includes the school connector route pathway along the Hoylake Trail, 
Arbutus Street, and Grandon Creek, and a flashing light crossing at 
Arbutus Street and Hoylake Road. You can review the Age-Friendly 
Transportation plan on our website. The list of prioritized projects is 
included as an appendix at the end of the document. 

22-Oct-2017 L. Gray emailed 
Town Council  
Teunis 
Westbroek 

E-mail correspondence will be mentioned at Town Council Meeting 
 
Dear Mayor and Council 
I have 3 children at Qualicum Beach Elementary School aged 5, 7 and 9 
yrs old.  We walk/bike to school regularly along Harlech Rd, cross 
Arbutus St and then along the trail of Hoylake Road.  We cross Hoylake 
Rd again and join the trail behind the school.  My concern with this trip 
to school are the two sections where we cross the road. 
 
I think there needs to be two visible crosswalks to ensure the childrens 
safety, on Arbutus St and Hoylake Rd.  Particularly Hoylake Rd at the 
section which meets Canyon Crescent Rd. There is a blind corner where 
pedestrians can't clearly see oncoming traffic before crossing. Trimming 
back trees and foliage would also aid visibility.  
 
My goal eventually is for the children to be able to bike/walk to school 
themselves, this is something that I feel we are fortunate to do in 
Qualicum Beach, as most things are close to us.  However, crosswalks 
would give me peace of mind, promote safety and encourage others to 
start walking  or biking to school too. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Lorna Gray 
579 Spruce Street, 
Qualicum Beach, BC 
V9K 1J1 

20-Mar-
2018 

L. Gray e-
mailed Daniel 
Sailand to follow 
up 

No Response 

02-Apr-2018 L. Gray e-
mailed Daniel 
Sailand to follow 
up 

No Response 

05-May-
2018 

L. Gray e-
mailed Daniel 
Sailand to follow 
up 

9-May-2018: Daniel responded with reference to 3 motions on the 
subject. 
 
May 1, 2017 
Community Development (Councillor Anne Skipsey) 
 
September 11, 2017 
Notice of Motions: (Councillor Skipsey) 
 
October 2, 2017 
Notice of Motions from September 11, 2017 regular Council meeting 
(Councillor Skipsey) 
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Daniel Sailland mentioned Town’s traffic consultant, Richard Drdul, has 
carried out assessment of the area. Will be discussed at the May 28th 
Council Meeting. 

28-May-
2018 

Lorna Gray & 
Vicky Faustman 
attended 
meeting 

Subject was addressed. Action items were assigned - Bill Luchtmeijer 
was to find out more from railway corridor meetings re-future of tracks 
and crossing. 
One councillor was to contact SD69 to ask about a crosswalk attendant. 

15-Sept-
2018 

L. Gray emailed 
Daniel Sailand 
re-action items 
from council 
meeting 28-
May-2018 

No Response 

Sept 2018 Lorna Gray, 
Anna Sjoo & 6 
children went to 
meet Bob Weir 
at QB Town 
Offices -  
addressed 2 
key areas of 
concern for 
biking/walking 
to QBES. 

Bob Weir said they were clearing sidewalks near Grandon Creek and 
trimming back trees for visibility. He also mentioned that the railway 
access would be the best solution but we all confirmed that this would 
not happen in our lifetime.  Still undecided as to the best solution going 
forward.  We made it clear that the kids want to walk/bike to school and 
indicated that it was currently unsafe. 

6-Feb-2019 Anna Sjoo went 
to meet Bob 
Weir to review 
safe crossings 
from discussion 
in Sept. (see 
Diagram#1) 
Also reviewed 
what the status 
was for the town 
to create access 
into the school 
yard. 

Bob Weir stated that the town is waiting on a grant so that the kids can 
walk/bike safely to QBES. As far as access to the school yard, he 
thought that work had already been completed - which it had not.  He 
was going to follow-up.    

26-Feb-
2019 

Forwarded all 
correspondence 
to Julie Austin 
(school trustee) 
who attended 
council 
meetings and 
raised the issue 
again.  

Hopefully the grant gets approved and that should complete a trail along 
the tracks on the other side of Arbutus and have a flashing light 
crosswalk there as well.  If the grant is approved it is hoped the work 
would be complete by Spring 2020. 

15-June-
2019 

Anna Sjoo, 
Lorna Gray & 
Vicky Faustman 
met with 
Councillor 
Walker and 
Councillor 
Filmer at 
Mayor’s Open 

Councillors Walker and Filmer were going to follow up with town staff 
and provide an update. 
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House 

12-Aug-
2019 

Lorna Gray e-
mailed Adam 
Walker & 
Robert Filmer 
for follow up. 

Email sent to Adam Walker and Robert Flimer to follow up on action 
items from meeting on 15-Jun-2019. Update of the crosswalk/trail 
access to QBES was apparently made a priority. 
Adam Walker acknowledged receipt of email and would investigate and 
get back to us.  

14-Aug- 
2019 

Anna Sjoo and 
son Markus 
Sjoo (Age 11) 
attended the 
open house. 

Attended Mayor’s open house to discuss status of crosswalk/trail access 
to QBES.  Markus Sjoo (going into Grade 7) wanted to attend to say a 
few words regarding the struggle they have with younger children 
crossing safely.  The main focus of our discussion was safety of children 
going to and from school.   

14-Aug-
2019 

A.Sjoo emailed 
follow-up with 
Mayor Weise 
after the 
meeting. 

No response 

15-Aug-19 L. Gray emailed 
follow up to 
Mayor Weise. 

 

17-Aug-19 Mayor Weise 
responded via 
email 

Responded that the town is aware of these crossing concerns, which is 
why they applied to build a new trail. 

21-Aug-19 L. Gray 
responded to 
Mayor Weise.  
 

Followed up again on request for crosswalks, school starts in 2 weeks. 
We will not wait for an accident. 
 
Copied the following:  
Town Council, Qualicum Beach 
Daniel Sailland, CAO, Town of Qualicum Beach 
Board of Trustees, School District 69 
Superintendent of Schools, SD 69 
John Williams, Principal, QBES 
Paul Trudeau, Chair, QBES PAC 
Caroline Robinson, Road & Safety & Community Coordinator, ICBC 
Traffic Safety Officer, Oceanside RCMP 
Citizens on Patrol 
 

23-Aug-19 Email to Lorna 
Gray and Anna 
Sjoo from 
Dennis Trudeau 

Staff estimate that the tree and vegetation affecting sightlines will be 
removed and a crosswalk marked by the start of the school year. 

28-Aug-19 Email Lorna 
Gray to Dennis 
Trudeau 

Emailed to confirm that the tree and vegetation affecting sightlines will 
be removed and the crosswalk marked by the start of the school year? 
In addition, a timeline for the provision of a crossing at Arbutus Street, 
which is the location of the other crosswalk we have been advocating for 
since April 2017? 



8 
 

3-Sep-19 Email to Lorna 
Gray from 
Dennis Trudeau 

A new crosswalk (Hoylake) marked and signs installed for the start of 
school today. At this time, there is no timeline for the provision of a 
crossing at Arbutus Street. The location does not meet the sightline 
criteria that will ensure the safety of the users. Complicating this issue is 
the location of the railway, which has their own regulations on crossings 
near or over their tracks. 

 
 

 
 
DIAGRAM # 1 - showing the two key areas where children need to cross as the road is narrow and there is 
no space to bike/walk on Hoylake Rd W (left side) going towards the school. 
 
 

 
 
DIAGRAM # 2 - showing Mill Rd/Beach Rd, Harlech Rd/First Ave and Harlech Rd/Memorial Ave 
intersections which require clear markings for cyclists and pedestrians to ensure safe crossing. 
 
 


