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DECEMBER 10, 2020 

Everyone deserves the chance to work in a safe, respectful, and supportive environment. It pains me to 
say that the Town of Qualicum Beach Council currently exists in direct opposition to those values. At a 
moment in time when we should be finding ways to treat each other with kindness, care, and support – I 
am devastated to find myself in an ongoing situation where an extreme lack of vision and any meaningful 
leadership, has left me in an untenable position, where I fear for my health and well-being. Therefore, 
after consulting with my physician, I will be taking a 2-month medical leave of absence effective as of 
December 10, 2020.  
 

I ran for Council because I wanted to walk the talk and stand up for what I believe in. I ran for Council to 
bring a new, different voice to local government. Unfortunately, however, some of my colleagues have 
gone out of their way to foster an environment that is frankly toxic, unsafe, unkind, and unwelcoming to 
those whose views and lived experiences may differ from their own. I had hoped that these challenges 
would ameliorate as my term progressed, but unfortunately, this constant decline in decorum has left me 
in a place of personal distress and unease. 

 
I want to thank the voters of the Town of Qualicum Beach for placing their trust in me, and I am certain 
that they will understand my decision to take leave at this time. That said, I do look forward to taking a 
moment to pause and reflect on my trajectory with the Town of Qualicum Beach and hope to return to 
work renewed, restored, and ready to continue to fight for all residents here in Qualicum Beach – who, I 
believe, expect their elected representatives to behave with dignity, decorum, and due diligence to the 
diversity of opinions and voices that exist within our community.  
 

 

 
 
Robert Filmer 
Councillor 
Town of Qualicum Beach 
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For further information, contact  

Robert Filmer | rfilmer@qualicumbeach.com 


