
March for our Future – July 3, 2021 
 
"Let’s take a stand for a BETTER TOMORROW". That’s one of the messages of this march today.  
 
Of course there’s a ton of stuff that has taken place in this Town that has brought us here today – many 
of us really upset and worried – in terms of the direction that our Mayor and Council have been heading 
with “Our Town”. Yes, you heard right. I said “Our Town” – not the mayor’s town, not council’s town, 
not senior staff’s town – the town that belongs to all residents of QB. 
 
This week on Wednesday [July 7, 2021], Council is holding a public hearing to consider a planned OCP 
Amendment to a portion of the Estate Residential Forest lands. This area – which includes Milner 
Gardens – is a largely intact forested CDF woodland. It has intentionally been left outside our Urban 
Containment Boundary in the Official Community Plan as the wish of our OCP has been that it remain as 
a natural area – off limits to urban densities. 
 
Our town is one of only a few jurisdictions in BC that doesn’t officially recognize that climate change 
poses a profound threat for our future. After more than 2 years under the current Mayor and Council it’s 
clear now that the absence of any climate change policy in this Council’s Strategic Plan is no accident.  
 
If Climate Change was to be taken seriously and stated as a central concern in Town Policy then Council 
couldn’t... and wouldn’t ...even be entertaining the present development proposal at the Estate Lands 
on Eaglecrest Drive. 
 
In fact many of this Council’s top priorities appear as if they were crafted by people still living in the last 
century. Let’s just list a few:  How about the sale of various undeveloped (forested) small lots – one of 
the most recent and tragic examples being the recently clear-cut lot opposite the entrance to Milner 
Gardens. What a great message to include in the ‘rebranding’ of our Town! How about the 
planned ‘industrial park’ at the airport to involve clear cutting a large portion of an officially 
recognized “sensitive forested ecosystem”? Or how about relocation of the public works yard to some 
currently forested portions of town land? Then there’s the brilliant concept of putting a high priority on 
an artificial turf playing field – for I don’t know how many million. Imagine- replace a living breathing 
grassy ecosystem with a plastic field – just when our nation is moving to seriously reduce and transform 
the role of plastics in consumer culture. 
 
The list of utterly wrong-headed priorities that this Council has struck is stunning. How can I be so harsh, 
so sure, some of you might say? Well many, many have known now for some decades, that humans 
must ‘seriously alter course’ and ‘redirect this ship’ if we are to preserve the very ecosystems and 
natural processes and natural capital that sustains life - and our OCP in fact already speaks to many 
conservation values in terms of ‘sustainability’ and ‘wise stewardship’. 
 
Just yesterday in a Reuters news release I see that the World Bank has released an “Economic Case for 
Nature” report. The report warns that the global economy faces annual loses of close to $3 trillion by 
2030 if countries “fail to invest more in protecting and restoring nature”. The legacy that this Council’s 
actions promise is precisely what the World Bank is warning of. A failure to invest in protecting and 
restoring nature! 
 
Proceeding with an OCP Amendment and permitting the Eaglecrest Estate Lands Development will be – 
if it comes to pass – the “beginning of the end” for the Estate Lands. We know that. The people who 



advertised the sale of the large forested parcel directly to the west of the development property know 
that. That’s why it was advertised as having “development potential”. And some of our Council have 
already openly stated that this development could be the “thin edge of the wedge”. 
 
We stand here today speaking for a BETTER TOMORROW – now more than ever our community must 
do the best we can to protect and restore nature. That has to be the priority for our Council going 
forward – and it’s got to be the final thought that guides its judgement with the Eaglecrest Proposal. 
 


