
Traffic on 19a at Eaglecrest Drive exit

We were waiting at the Eaglecrest Drive exit from Eaglecrest last Thursday morning 
(16th September) at 11a.m., and counted a total 50 - FIVE-0H - cars coming at high 
speed from both directions before we could turn left and head to Parksville.
This is not the first time that I’ve counted 50 vehicles before I could make a move,  and 
with the exploding development in the Parksville/Qualicum Beach area it will certainly 
not be the last.

We have lived in Eaglecrest for eight years, and ever since we arrived we have heard 
murmurings that a roundabout at the Eaglecrest/Chartwell junction was on the agenda. It 
must be a very, very long agenda, because that project has long since fallen off the end, 
overtaken by the need for a legacy project at Memorial Avenue, where perhaps a three 
way stop sign or traffic lights would have sufficed.

Traffic on the 19a comes in very long strings from both directions, and when there’s a gap 
in one direction it’s immediately filled by an equally long string coming from the other 
direction. To make matters more complicated, there are then those cars wishing to turn 
from the 19a into either Chartwell or Eaglecrest, filling the centre of the road, so that if 
and when a small gap appears, they take advantage and make their move. This then fills 
what few gaps in the traffic might occur, leaving those of us trying to get out of our exit 
sitting there for yet more traffic to hurtle by from both directions.

This is getting to be intolerable. Why has the promised roundabout at the Chartwell/
Eaglecrest intersection not  been brought forward? Why is our present council throwing 
money around all over the place, but not at those priorities that should be nearing the top 
of the list by now.  We all agree that homelessness and affordable housing are one of the 
greatest needs, but are fancy roundabouts at Memorial Avenue needed more than one at 
the Eaglecrest/Chartwell intersection where residents are frequently held hostage by 
unstoppable traffic?

It’s time residents’ needs and requests are given serious consideration. How much longer 
do we have to wait for some workable traffic control that has been requested time and 
time again, but always falls on deaf ears. The election is coming, and perhaps after that 
we may get more help.
Hopefully,
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