
Recommendation to move the proposed cell tower or antenna  Page 1/6  

 
 
 
Town of Qualicum Beach 
#201 - 660 Primrose Street 
Qualicum Beach, BC  
V9K 1S7                P.O. Box 33        
                    Maple Grove Village Postal Outlet 
                     Oakville, ON., L6J 7P5 
 
Via email: bwiese@qualicumbeach.com; rfilmer@qualicumbeach.com; sharrison@qualicumbeach.com; 
askipsey@qualicumbeach.com; twestbroek@qualicumbeach.com; dsailland@qualicumbeach.com;  
hsvensen@qualicumbeach.com; lsales@qualicumbeach.com           
 
Re: Recommendation to the Town of Qualicum Beach Councillors and staff that the proposed cell 
tower at Qualicum Beach be moved or cancelled. 
 
June 18, 2021 

Dear:  Mayor Wiese, Councillor Robert Filmer, Councillor Scott Harrison, Councillor Anne Skipsey, 
Councillor Teunis Westbroek, Mr. Sailland, Ms. Svensen and Mr. Sales; 

 
This letter is being written in support of residents, including concerned parents of young children, living 
in the Qualicum Beach area to have the proposed cell tower be moved at least 500 metres away from the 
playground and park. It is also being addressed for consideration of all cell towers and antennas under 
review in the Town of Qualicum Beach.    
 
I strongly urge you, based on the latest scientific evidence published in peer-reviewed literature and from 
the clinical experience of medical doctors who regularly see patients with electrosensitivity, to write a 
letter of non-concurrence for this installation and convey your non-approval. If this installation goes 
ahead, it is highly likely that the health of local residents will be adversely affected. I also urge you to 
consider the following in all cell towers or antennas under consideration.  
 
CANADIANS FOR SAFE TECHNOLOGY (C4ST) AND MY BACKGROUND 
 
I have spent my 40+ year career entirely in the technology industry. In my previous role as President of 
Microsoft Canada, I witnessed the incredible benefits that technology can provide. I also witnessed the 
potential harmful effects if technology is not implemented correctly. I have invested a significant amount 
of time researching and talking with experts and now understand the harmful effects to human health 
that wireless radiation can have. 
 
Nine years ago, when I realized that the improper use of radiofrequency/microwave radiation technology 
could adversely impact a large proportion of the population with resulting enormous costs to health care, 
I co-founded Canadians for Safe Technology (C4ST). C4ST is a national, not-for-profit organization that is 
concerned with the health and safety risks of unsafe wireless technology. We are a volunteer-based, 
national, coalition of parents, citizens and experts whose mission is to educate and inform Canadians and 
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policy makers about the dangers of the exposures to unsafe levels of radiation from technology and to 
work with all levels of government to create healthier communities for children and families.  
 
TOWN OF QUALICUM BEACH COUNCIL IS NOT POWERLESS 
 
Despite statements made by industry representatives, there is a leadership role Council can play in the 
siting of this tower. C4ST has been engaged in over 50 active cell tower situations across Canada. In 
several of these situations, working with local residents and councillors, a letter of non-concurrence 
resulted in the proponent either cancelling the tower all-together or becoming a lot more open to 
pursuing more acceptable alternatives. Telecommunication providers want to avoid any delays in the 
process. The town has the time to ensure the tower location is done correctly. 
 
POTENTIAL LIABILITY – LAND USE AUTHORITIES (TOWN OF QUALICUM BEACH) 
 
In addition to the health and safety concerns outlined below, more attention is being given to the 
potential liability to Council and the Town. Insurers have declined to provide coverage to wireless 
product manufacturers and U.S. mobile operators for health damages from their products and networks 
since the early 2000s.1 Insurers often exclude or limit coverage for the risk from electromagnetic fields 
(EMFs) posed by commercial general liability policies, decline policyholders in the wireless industry, and 
only provide coverage via pollution liability policy enhancements. 
 
Insurance authorities also address the risks of electromagnetic fields. In 2014, the Swiss RE report “New 
Emerging Risk Insights” listed the potential impact of the “Unforeseen consequences of electromagnetic 
fields” as “High” and examined further incremental risk associated with smart cities.2 In its 2019 update, 
Swiss Re identified the top two emerging risks to be “digital technology's clash with legacy hardware, and 
potential threats from the spread of 5G mobile networks”.3 In 2010, the Emerging Risk Team of Lloyds 
issued a white paper4 indicating that the potential risks to insurers from health damage claims associated 
with cell phones and wireless radiation are comparable to those posed by asbestos. The 2013 Lloyds Risk 
Index lists “harmful effects of new technology” as an increasing environmental risk.5 
 
Some corporate insurance policies feature a general exclusion section that explicitly prohibits liability for 
injury or property damages from electromagnetic fields. This is considered to be a standard across the 
North American insurance industry.6 Insurance company policies will often define electromagnetic 
radiation as a “pollutant.” According to the AT&T Mobile 2012 Insurance policy, “Pollutants” mean: “Any 
… artificially produced electric fields, magnetic field, electromagnetic field, sound waves, microwaves, 
and all artificially produced ionizing or non-ionizing radiation and waste.”7  Policy enhancements can be 
purchased to cover environmental pollutants, which include EMFs.8,9 
 
Town councillors may be interested in reading the report from the Finance Department of the City of 
Niagara Falls.10  
 
HEALTH RISKS FROM CELL TOWER RADIATION: HEALTH CANADA’S SAFETY CODE 6 IS NOT PROTECTIVE 
 
We encourage council to read the document C4ST Fact-checks Government of Canada Webpages 
Regarding Health Risks and Wireless Technologies, including 5G.11 We would like to raise the following 
concerns about Safety Code 6.  
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• Safety Code 6 was established 1979 and has only had very minor revisions in 1991, 1993, 1999, 
2009 and 2015. 

• During the Safety Code 6 (2015) update, 140 studies were omitted.12  
• Safety Code 6 is based on the science from 192913,14 that assumes that tissue must be heated to 

be harmed. This has been disproven by hundreds of studies. 
• Health Canada has never completed a proper review, i.e., one based on international 

standards,15 of the peer-reviewed, published literature. Nor has Health Canada ever published 
any of its analyses on non-thermal effects to justify its claims that Safety Code 6 protects 
Canadians.  

• Health Canada has also never published any of its analysis to support their claim that they 
“continue to monitor all domestic and international scientific evidence on radiofrequency EMF 
and health”. Nor has Health Canada provided summaries of what evidence has been reviewed.  

• China, Russia, Switzerland and Italy have standards that are 50 times more protective than 
Canada’s.  

 
 
REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION: POTENTIAL HARM TO THE HEALTH OF LOCAL RESIDENTS  
 

• Evidence from peer-reviewed literature can be found on the Physicians for Safe Technology 
website,16 C4ST’s website17, Environmental Health Trust’s website18 and TechSafeSchools 
website.19 

• Miller at al. (2018)20 present the science for upgrading wireless radiation such as that from cell 
tower antennas to a Group 1, known carcinogen classification by the World Health Organization’s 
International Agency for Research on Cancer. Tobacco and cigarette smoke are in Group 1.  

• The USA National Toxicology program, National Institutes of Health. $30 million study found clear 
evidence of cancer in a large scale animal study. 21,22, 23 

• The Italian Ramazzini Institute duplicated these findings of cancer from exposure to 
radiofrequency radiation at cell tower emission levels.24 

• The Switzerland BERENIS report has identified the likely mechanism of damage from 
radiofrequency non-ionizing radiation (at one time it was thought that the energies from NIR 
could not damage DNA).25  

• There are over 30 studies showing DNA damage at below Health Canada’s Safety Code 6 (2015) 
limits.26  

• Other studies have been collated by C4ST27 and were featured in the CBC TV program “The 
Secret Inside your Cell Phone” (Wendy Mesley). 28 

• Note that Health Canada’s safety Code 6 (2015) has not been updated to include any of the 
above listed evidence.29 

• C4ST recently contributed to an appeal for safe technology which provides only a small portion of 
the sound science upon which our concerns are based. The Appeal includes 5G technologies. The 
proposed tower is just one of many being installed across Canada to support 5G. See: “Urgent 
Appeal to the Government of Canada to Suspend 5G and Choose Fibre Optic Connections”30, 
Supplemental Materials”31, “Engaging MP about 5G” and “C4ST Fact-checks Government of 
Canada Webpages Regarding Health Risks and Wireless Technologies, including 5G.”32  More 
than 20,000 Canadians have signed the Appeal.  

• US State of New Hampshire report. 33 The report contains 15 recommendations to address 
inadequate federal protections, educate the public on risk management, engage the medical 
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community, install safe hard-wired technology and monitor and map radiation exposures, along 
with medical and scientific experts, presented at the hearings.  

• Recommendations of the Canadian House of Commons Standing Committee on Health (HESA).34 
This was passed unanimously by an all-party committee. Health Canada has not done anything 
substantive in implementing the recommendations. 

• Due diligence is recommended. See this recent Dutch court decision: “Health Impact of Cell 
Tower Cannot Be Excluded”.35 

• Medical doctors and other experts: 
Two recent medical conferences on the issue of health impacts of wireless radiation. Both 
offered Continuing Education (CME) credits for MDs.36,37  

• Wired connections over wireless is always the better option38.  
 

 
I would be pleased to follow-up on this letter with a telephone or video conversation.  
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Frank Clegg  
CEO, Canadians for Safe Technology (C4ST)  
frank@c4st.org   
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