
Qualicum Beach Waterfront Upkeep and Maintenance 

Thousands of people move to this area and 
visit our lovely town to enjoy the waterfront 



Over the past several years my wife and I have 
volunteered hundreds of hours, cleaning up and 
generally improving the appearances at the waterfront. 



Recognising for the fact the many visitors have traveled considerable distances to get 
here. They expect that Qualicum Beach has inviting, safe, clean and well maintained 
public amenities, especially at the waterfront.  

The following pictures are a 
random sample of some of the 
situations we have worked on and 
cleaned up many times. 





Is this a reasonable level of 
maintenance at a seaside 
destination resort? 



I weeded and cleaned up the 
beds several times in one year 



Needless to say many people ask us if we 
work for the town, and are surprised we 
tell them we don’t, and that sometimes 
get harassed by town staff. 



A reasonable level of upkeep and 
cleanliness demonstrates a pride 
in our community. 



Public safety and damage liability, should 
be very high on the priority list. 
Not only was the vision obstructed to 
anyone on the highway shoulder; 
damage has been done to vehicles, by 
the low hanging branches. 

Vehicles had been hitting these branches for years 



Even though I had previously mentioned 
this to staff; I cut the lowest branches off, 
early on a Sunday morning. Needless to say, 
I was photographed and confronted by 
town staff again. 



The safety on the walkway is 
compromised, to visually impaired 
individuals by painting safety railings 
black. They should be clearly visible 
especially when there is no direct 
lighting at night.  



Invasive and hazardous weeds around town 

I removed many invasive plants 
including blackberries which by 
the way was home to rats. 



Invasive weeds will spread and dominate 
desired shore plants and grasses. 
Removing weeds before they seed is 
crucial to best management practises.  



On at least three occasions I was 
photographed and or videotaped by 
town staff and threatened with 
bylaw tickets. 

A tangle of weeds can make the 
beach inaccessibe to mobility 
challenged or visually impaired 
individuals. 



Airborne thistle seeds can spread for kilometers, 
many of these weeds were more than two meters tall.  



I hacked down the noxious thistles along 
both sides of the new pathway on Hoylake 
Rd. before most of them went to seed . 



Other serious weed seed 
problems, across from the 
golf course on Memorial 



Stinging nettles ready to greet 
people opposite the tourist 
information office, I cut them down. 



The plant in the foreground is Deadly 
Nightshade. With lethal compounds 
called Atropine and Scopolamine. These 
toxic ingredients are so powerful that a 
minuscule amount slipped into a drink or 
added to a meal can send full grown 
adults into paralysis, cause severe 
hallucinations, delirium, confusion, 
convulsions, and death. 

DANGER POISON  

http://www.healthline.com/health/belladonna-dark-past


The bank and open ditch on the south roadside 
on the main highway, should be neat and tidy to 
reflect a well managed community. 

Opposite the Tourist Information Office 



Thousands of people see and many vehicles park on this 
unmaintained roadside, with a deep ditch and an unstable shoulder. 



This tree had been dead for a couple 
of years and could easily break off in 
a wind, Would ICBC have to cover any 
damaged vehicles? 



Many thousand of dollars worth 
of damage has been caused to 
vehicles by this wall 



The amount of trash we pick up on a 
daily basis, increased when the wire 
recycling racks were removed, hundreds 
of refundable cans and bottles are now 
thrown into the garbage.   





For visitors arriving in our lovely 
community, this is one of the 
first impressions our classy 
waterfront. 





In conversations with staff, suggestions have been made that more staff 
are needed to maintain the public assets. May I suggest that the town has 
enough staff; without proper direction. 

11 town staff 



Will the Town of Qualicum Beach commit to maintaining a 
higher standard of maintenance and upkeep for all aspects or 
the waterfront ? At 75 years old, and my wife with a neurological 
condition, we will not be able to continue our community 
service at the waterfront for the long term.  

Trevor Wicks  
250 738 0524 


